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This  exhibition  has  been  made  possible  through  the  generous  support  ot  l 
The  French  American  Foundation  for  Contemporary  Art.  and  Pechiney 
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Pull  of  Beauty 

Febniary-March  1996 


A  call  to  our  Friends 


Kiki  Smith  and  Victoria  Milna 


Wlorefront  for  Arl  ft  Architecture  is  an  international 
forum  to  support  innovations  and  experiments  in  the  disciplines 
ol  irt.  architecture  and  other  related  fields  and  a  laboratory  ot 
aesthetics  in  search  for  cultural  social  and  environmental 
advancements  As  a  forum  our  programs  of  exhibitions, 
competitions  forums  publications  and  budding  projects  are 
open  lo  professional  and  public  participation  for  critical  and 
rudimentary  dialogues  across  geographical  ideological  and 
disciplinary  divisions  StoreFront  is  a  place  an  idea  and  an 


■  his  exhibition  uses  architectural  hardware  as  a 
means  to  exploit  Ihe  role  of  the  decorative  In  our  time  the 
idea  of  a  pure  rational  form  has  been  downgraded  from  a 
universal  truth  to  an  optional  aesthetic  As  we  leave  Ihe 
onginal  ideals  and  later  severity  ot  modernism  we  are  without 
a  constructive  communicative  and  optimistic  philosophy 
Architectural  hardware  is  an  important  and  endunng 
expression  of  the  architect  A  light  switch  can  be  a  personal 
missive  from  the  designer  to  the  one  whose  hand  turns  the 
switch  That  aspect  of  missive  of  communication  from  the 
designer  is  the  central  theme  behind  this  exhibition 
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/Wednesday  Oecember  13 

6  30  pm 


Flood  Auditor 
Autry  Hall 


Since  W§2  financial  support  for  Storefront  for  Art  ft 
Architecture  s  programs  have  been  primarily  provided  by 
private  foundations  and  govemmeni  agencies  However  dunng 
the  past  few  years,  foundation  supports  have  become  more 
competitive  and  Federal  State  and  City  funding  have  been 
reduced  drastically  Therefore  your  support  is  more  important 


it.  Petrosino  Park  Redevelopment 


Pull  ot  Beauty  will  present  architectural  hardware 
commissioned  from  artists  and  designers  including  Martm 
Puryear  Joel  Fisher.  Ted  Muehlmg  Constantin  Boym  ft  laurene 
Leon  Richard  Tuttle  Marline  Bedm  BethKatleman  Tom  Joyce 
and  others  This  presentation  wilt  be  complimented  with 
historical  and  currently  available  hardware  An  accompanying 
symposium  on  the  questions  of  beauty  and  the  decorative  will 
be  held  at  Oia  Center  tor  the  Arts  during  the  exhibition 


braes  A  Gai  Add-.  \lid  Aietk.  Yarn  Wipov  Mart**  fLrt. wh. 


decent  to  Storefront  at  the  intersection  of 
Cleveland  Place  Kenmare  and  Lafayette  streets  sits  an 
inegularty  surfaced  concrete  wedge  surrounded  by  a  wrought 
iron  fence  Long  neglected  and  under  utilized  as  a  public  space 
this  semi -park  presents  itself  an  important  opportunity  for 
StoreFront  s  program  of  building  projects  In  collaboration  with 
the  lower  Manhattan  Cultural  Council  and  with  support  from 
the  City  Council  member  Kalhryn  Freed  Storefront  has 
initiated  a  multi-phase  project  to  re-design  the  park  as  an 
active  and  articulated  public  space  Following  the  new  facade 
of  StoreFront  by  Vito  Acconci  and  Steven  HoU.  Storefront  turns 
the  corner  to  make  another  contribution  to  the  built 
environment  of  this  community 


Gama!  D~Zr«htiy  Karr*  Furbanfa,  Aten  Fwkrl  MikM  ft  Mirun 
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on't  you  consider  beginning  or 
extending  your  contribution  to 


Adriaan  Geuzaw*%\  s 

Annl-Miv  1996 


\J.«rad  J  Schewr.  Frank  Sdvmtcw.  Jonathan  Saufub  Daud  Sjiko. 
Chg>  SuQnin,  FamS  Todd.  JrlT  J  Yaittkbrr*.  Anton  Van  Ihkn,  Paul 
VNxnduA  Rt^rri  VVmfunwt  Tim  WW*.  Carol  VMDn.  New  Yanknmiz. 


■  he  work  of  todrst  I.  a  Rotterdam  based  studio  of 
architacts  aty  planneis  and  industrial  designers  led  by 
landscape  architect  Adriaan  Geuze.  illustrates  the  increasing 
importance  of  landscape  architecture  in  today  s  urban 
expansions  and  resource  depletion  Fitfully  Geuze  s  projects 
are  about  designs  and  ideas  of  re-incorporating  available 


CoiTRiiuTtov  Form 


Fvn  ft  Saona  Tim,  Mddrrd  ft  Maran  Fnrdman  Min  Fmdio, 
Shrm  M  Grldm,  Lnhr  Gil  R.hnd  Qucknun  Arrhtrro,  CW 
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fork  City  Drpartmtnl  of  /hnb  and  Hmtutum.  Far  Jurthtr 
\nJormatum  and  xhtdult  «w  Ov  fmytri.  pin*  urxlt  b 


demolition  and  dumping  sites  toiling  to  negotiate  within 
existing  contexts,  rather  than  up  ending  them  his  attitude  on 
design  is  anti-monumental  Fitting  with  the  Outdi  history  of 
claiming  land  from  the  saa  his  view  of  landscape  is  not  about 
reclaiming  or  raUirnmg  to  nature  but  rather  appropriate 
artificials ";n  of  the  given  nature  And  tike  the  Outch 
Polders  Geuze  s  landscape  thus  ts  about  creating  generous 
yet  open  platforms  upon  which  other  and  unforeseen  events 
can  nst  above  it  Contrary  to  the  secondary  role  of  landscape 
architecture  having  to  vegetate  or  sculpt  around  the  buddings 
Geuze  often  seeds  plans  and  strategies  from  which  architecture 
can  emerge 


Giordano  Pozzl,  Project  Director 
Lt.  Potroalno  Park  Redevolopmont  Project 
StoreFront  for  Art  and  Architecture 
97  Kenmare  Street 
New  York,  NY  10012 
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Dm  o  | uii  pan  of  Anrhitenure  (Jn  lane 111  Sulmnbrn 
ran  alw>:  read  and  download  anirlri  ui.  ludme  unagra  and 
vidro);  Milmni  amrln;  'pin-up'  projects;  rrad  on-line  rdilmm 
of  magBxines  likr  Procrc—ive  ,\n  Inlet  lurr  and  |J*  adlinr\ 
oa  r—  an  rxlrmne  on-line  im.ip  Link,  rrvirw  tu«k  iwur% .  *1 
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rrad  elcctn him  vrruomof  many  Ptincrtoci  .\lthilrctural 
lAns  title  v  lirtA*w  bookstore  and  publahrr  caUloRi  (and 
pber  ofden  from  them);  md  ha\r  full  Internet  e-mail 
pnvilrifcx  Addmonall),  Althitcrturr  ( In  Lane  pnsvln 
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Arch Uf  dure  On  line  rM  A 


12  December  —  27  January,  199$ 


December  II  -  Jaunaryu 

opening  reception:  deceiber,  12.  6-8p« 
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Pnmrton  Vrrhimiiiml  IV*t 

37  7di  Street 

New  York,  NY  10003 
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their  lead  from  theater  s  convincing  displays  of  overwhelming 
appearances  and  physical  stimulation  to  generate  an  artificial 
but  convincing  appearance  of  reality 

The  widespread  production  of  these  affects  has  turned  the 
city  itself  into  a  theater  with  architecture  but  one  of  the 
elements  that  fills  the  sets  of  personal  eiperience  as  we  pass 
through  them  This  brings  us  back  to  the  cinematic  conditions 
described  earlier  The  illusions  in  this  case  and  the  images  that 
comprise  it  are  created  no*  only  by  individual  scenarios  but  by 
the  entire  surrounding  environment 

In  response  to  this  passivity  induced  by  standing  back  and 
looking  The  Situationrsts  in  the  I960  s  developed  a  theory  of 
psycho -geography  which  sought  to  build  new  links  with  our 
surroundings  through  carving  up  maps  and  introducing  other 
inversions  of  the  norm  The  ensuing  disorientation  offered  an 
opportunity  to  re-mvigorate  contact  with  the  environment  and 
breed  new  desires 


an  antidote  has  been  necessary  This  antidote  anesthesia  thus 
numbs  critical  appraisal  of  aesthetic  stimuli  by  replacing 
reaction  with  passive  acceptance  Anesthetics  make  daily  life 
less  tarring  fending  off  potential  shocks  to  an  already  full 
neurological  fuse  boi  Reliance  on  anesthetic  |udgment 
encourages  the  growth  and  spread  of  shorthand  short  cuts  and 
signs  that  represent  eiperience  Easily  digestible  these  signs 
do  not  require  full  comprehension  of  meaning  or  their 
repercussions  existing  instead  in  a  closed  system  of  values 
made  up  of  other  signs  with  distant  cousins  in  reality  These 
signs  gradually  replace  the  real  forms  they  were  derived  from 
Anesthetic  realities  are  truly  an  opposite  to  sensory 
perception— an  aesthetics  of  disappearance 

Disappearance  and  reappearance  in  theater  accompanies  a 
scene  change  We  anticipate  something  will  happen  following 
the  arrival  or  dismissal  of  a  known  Building  on  this  anticipation 
by  assembling  associations  and  signs  as  characters  and 
backdrops  Jean  Nouvel  s  work  produces  an  intensification  of 
this  moment  As  the  CLH/B6D0  building  hovers  conceptually 
between  a  boat  and  a  building  The  Tour-Sans-Fm  an  as  yet 
unrealized  tower  at  La  Oefense  Paris  hovers  materially  as  it 
disappears  into  the  sky  through  progressively  slimmer  volumes 
and  transparent  materials,  rewriting  the  concept  of  an 
architectural  monument  as  something  that  has  been  seen  as 
fatally  solid  and  permanent  into  something  that  can  be 
potentially  fragile  and  mutable  positing  the  possibilities  of  an 
unstable  architectural  obiect  Jean  Nouvel  s  eihibition  at 
Storefront  can  be  seen  differently  by  different  individuals 
depending  on  when  they  came  m  how  much  or  what  kind  of 
information  they  are  prepared  with  or  their  expectations  of  an 
exhibit  or  a  shop  According  to  these  variables  tne  image 
disappears  and  reappears  in  different  forms  Like  the  city 
Nouvel  argues  architecture  is  not  a  static  entity  but  a  dynamic 
relationship  between  shifting  conditions 

In  Jean  Nouvel  s  Architecture  Shop  what  disappears  is  the 
anticipated  exhibition  By  design  the  conventional  exhibition  is  a 
series  of  representations-drawmgs  models  photographs— 
proto-architecture  the  before  or  after  image  of  architecture  or 
signs  of  architecture  Removed  from  actual  scale  temporal  or 
cultural  conditions  Ihese  signs  can  be  understood  as  abstract 
forms  or  mechanical  reproductions  The  critical  distance 
accompanying  these  representations  and  their  suggestions 
imposes  a  need  for  delayed  gratification  a  leap  of  faith 
information  provided  by  past  experience  or  an  alternate  reality 
The  new  reality  thus  becomes  what  is  in  front  of  us— small 
ob|ects  graphics  material 

With  Jean  Nouvel  s  Architecture  Shop  a  new  function  is 
inserted  into  Storefront  s  space  creating  a  total  physical  effect 
that  defines  a  present  space  In  this  ongoing  immediate  present 
the  mewing  body  is  in  motion  There  are  thousands  of  still  or 
moving  images  Space  unfolds  in  the  continuous  present  There 
are  objects  to  look  at  and  consider  while  individual  regard 
exists  concurrently  with  the  surrounding  architectural  space 
blurring  the  distinction  between  standing  bach  and  Inotung  at 
an  eimbil  and  getting  inside  it 


complementary  mental  space  that  accompanies  it  is  undeniably 
affected  by  the  stasis  of  memory  This  combination  is 
characteristic  of  processing  imagery  the  difference  between 
them  the  difference  between  the  static  and  the  dynamic 

Jean  Nouvel  s  work  acknowledges  this  point  of 
coincidence  between  real  space  and  time  and  illusory  effects 
Where  are  you  at  an  exhibit?  Like  at  the  momes  you  are  right 
there  but  at  the  same  time  your  roving  mental  space  is  there 
too  infusing  the  present  with  visual  clues  and  past 
associations  At  Nouvel  s  6aler»es  Lafayette  building  in  Berlin.  » 
the  building  is  used  as  both  a  transmitter  of  effect  and  a  space 
for  it  Situated  at  the  intersection  of  two  of  the  cities  largest 
thoroughfares  billboard  sized  screens  transmit  images  and 
light  to  passing  traffic  The  building  is  clad  m  a  senes  of 
pierced  spaces  including  an  un -enclosed  street  level  that 
afford  glimpses  of  the  inside  to  those  on  the  outside  and  bring 
pedestrians  inside  As  lines  of  brand  names  appear  as  text 
nbbons  surrounding  the  upper  levels  this  major  department 
store  announces  its  functions  and  displays  its  effects  to  create 
an  event  Nouvel  s  much  smaller  shop  in  New  tork  uses  the 
similar  effects  of  declamatory  display  this  time  with  images  of 
his  own  work 


Jean  Nouvel's 

Architecture  Shop 


Nouvel's  Architecture  Shop 


■  his  s  not  a  conventional  exhibition  of  architecture 
You  wHJ  be  asked  to  make  some  decisions  and  evaluate  the 
situation  presented  Bare  through  the  racks  of  postcards 
depicting  Mr  Nouvel  s  buildmgs  as  slide  projectors  click 
through  related  images  Consider  the  plastic  tubes  of  posters 
and  packets  of  sides  of  earlwr  protects  (ail  for  sale! 
underneath  video  monitors  or  peruse  the  selection  of  books 
available  Where  are  the  architectural  drawings  and  models7 
Are  the  reproductions  shorthand  explanations  ’  This  is  not  what 
you  anticipated1  The  anticipation  of  convention  needs  some 
disruption 

Jean  Nouvel  s  Architecture  Shop  is  on  one  hand  exactly 
what  its  title  proclaims  a  shop  For  Storefront  tor  Art  A 
Architecture  this  project  raises  many  issues  that  frankly  are 
a  bit  disorienting  In  the  context  ot  Nouvel  s  work,  the  shop 
exists  on  many  levels  from  a  site  specific  adaptive  re-use  to 
an  alternate  reality 

Re-use  for  us  is  inevitable  Undoubtedly  New  fork  City  is 
the  site  of  continual  change  Change  is  so  routine  that  the 
transformation  of  a  favorite  neighborhood  shoe  repair  shop  into 
the  latest  outpost  ot  a  national  chain  engenders  only  the 
bnetest  moment  of  revtne  This  passage  from  an  earlier 
identity  to  the  next  is  charactenstic  of  Jean  Nouvel  s  work  as 
weU.  which  has  frequently  been  described  as  cinematic.  In  Ihe 
cmema  this  can  be  a  tense  moment  full  ot  anticipation  as— 
who  knows?  Maybe  day  will  change  to  night 

The  alternate  realties  Nouvel  offers  in  this  temporary 
shop  produce  their  own  tense  moments  as  each  viewer  must 
confront  the  displays  to  make  a  decision  on  how  to  react  Is  the 
shop  an  exhibit  that  is  a  parody  of  a  shop  a  critique  of 
architecture  s  complied  participation  m  the  capitalist  structure 
or  s  it  simply  a  shop7  If  il  is  a  shop  is  one  to  participate  and 
buy  something 7  If  so  what  to  buy7 

To  follow  the  cinematic  analogy  there  are  parallel 
realities  ui  film  and  m  Jean  Nouvel  s  architecture  While  the 
technics  ot  film  serve  as  a  recording  device  that  creates 
narratives  and  effects  through  representational  images  of 
experience  there  is  a  simultaneous  immediate  experience  in 
real  One  Nouvel  s  work  exists  at  the  vanishing  pom!  on  the 
honjon  between  these  two  expenences-the  intellectual 
n^dersUnduig  of  the  narrative  created  from  the  given  images 
and  the  corporeal  reality  ot  participating  in  it  The  recognition 
of  the  thmg  itself  is  of  less  relevance  ui  Nouvel  s  work  than  the 
mceral  sensations  and  disorientation  that  precede  identifying 
these  sensations  and  describing  the  situation 

Watching  a  film-whether  rt  a  the  hallucinatory  future  of 
Blade  Runner  the  post -apocalyptic  extravaganza  of  Water 
hterld  or  the  puritan  New  England  of  The  Scarlet  Letter-no 
matter  what  period  of  tune  d  refers  to  there  is  an  inextricable 
present  tense  to  space  through  which  reality  prevails  and  you 
are  sitting  there  watching  a  senes  ot  projected  images 
Sundarty  being  inside  a  building  and  expenenang  archdecture 
is  always  in  the  present  tense  even  if  the  exposed  tin  ceiling 
makes  you  think  of  turn-of-the  century  New  York  As  an 
immediate  spatial  experience  time  exists  m  two  states— wdhm 
the  limrts  of  the  physical  space  <a  present -tune  experience! 
and  ia  a  mental  space  of  memory  fantasy  imaging  and  mfeUecf 
(all  your  experiences  reconstituted  from  remembered  indices! 

The  mental  space  has  oo  actual  space  of  ds  own  but  instead  is 
nomadic  and  ever  expanding  as  d  absorbs  and  processes 
■formation  Although  autonomous  mental  space  responds  to 
catalysts  offered  by  direct  eiperience  and  physical  situations 
So  whUe  the  experience  of  real  space  a  in  motion  (filmic),  the 


The  disorientation  between  new  ways  of  approaching  old 
attitudes  or  the  interface  between  the  theatrics  of  the 
unexpected  and  the  real  world  characterizes  the  content  ot 
Nouvel  s  work  Placing  a  greater  emphasis  on  producing  site 
specific  effects  to  re-mvigorate  thought  and  perception  rather 
than  merely  building  consistent  arrangements  of  geographic 
tropes  Nouvel  $  work  mediates  between  each  site  s 
contemporary  circumstance  and  historical  roots  Just  as  the 

jzukiul  assoc liUoos  at  Nouvel  sgUss  if _ 

protrude  combine  and  recede  from  sensory  perception  so  do 
the  meanings  of  his  protects 


known  best  perhaps  as  the  architect  of  one  ot  former 
French  President  Francois  Mitterand  s  grands  projets  The 
Institute  of  the  Arab  World  Jean  Nouvel  s  mature  work  was 
proceeded  by  work  that  although  it  occupied  a  smaller 
stature  initiated  the  fundamental  tenets  that  would  accompany 
it  forward  Before  the  Institute  of  the  Arab  World  the  Cartier 
Foundation  headquarters  and  the  Lyon  Opera  House  Nouvel  s 
controversial  work  coincided  ideologically  with  the  militancy  of 
May  68  and  the  student  activism  and  social  upheaval  that 
consumed  Europe  and  the  United  States  Nouvel  has  long  been 
a  champion  of  an  active  city  space  and  architecture  that 
encourages  it 

To  produce  Ihese  active  spaces  Jean  Nouvel  s  projects 
collapse  many  of  the  dues  and  methods  frequently  used  to 
codify  experience  and  reorder  them  tor  use  ui  other  scenarios 
Through  his  work  with  scenographers  Nouvel  s  situations  can 
become  ail  encompassing  eliminating  material  or  conceptual 
distance  between  subjed  and  object  viewer  and  mewed 
altering  the  dynamic  of  passive  fascination  to  one  of  more 
direct  involvement  In  tus  use  of  transparent  glass  in  projects 
such  as  the  Institute  of  the  Arab  World  and  the  Cartier 
Foundation  m  Pins  or  the  Galeries  Lafayette  building  in  Berlin 
the  people  and  events  passing  through  the  structures  are 
visible  elements  and  part  ol  the  spectade  as  visitors  to  the 
shop  exhibit  become  participants  in  the  event  By  incorporating 
viewers  as  actors  Nouvel  constructs  situations  that  art 
capable  of  short  circuiting  the  one-way  linear  distance 
between  subject  and  object  Sensory  understanding  of  this  sort 
bridges  the  gap  created  by  fascination  from  a  distance 
(watching  a  depiction  of  a  sensation!  and  gaming  access  to 
objects  or  effects  of  desire 

The  space  for  individual  participation  at  Jean  Nouvel  s 

Architecture  Shop  o  perhaps  tV  most  direct  eipenence  many  7 


of  us  will  have  with  his  architecture  How  many  have  visited  the 
Cartier  Foundation  building?  How  many  have  visited  the  Eiffel 
Tower  for  that  matter,  or  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge7  Of  those  who 
have  what  is  the  difference  between  being  there  and  looking  at 
a  picture  ot  there7  A  lot  you  answer7  If  architecture  in  the  age 
of  mechanical  reproduction  can  reduce  all  the  toil  (mental  and 
physical)  of  creating  a  building  to  an  after  image  removed  fro* 
scale  tactile  reality  weather  auditory  surround  what  more 
could  you  ask  for  in  this  exhibit  where  you  are  not  only 
surrounded  by  a  new  space  but  countless  images  to  consider 
and  possibly  take  home?  1 

Nouvel  s  shop  will  be  a  surprise  for  anyone 
expecting  an  eihibition  as  rt  was  for 
Storefront  The  set  up  calls  for  reappraisals 
ol  earlier  expectations  Re-configuruiQ  a 
situation  via  the  insertion  ol  an  event  mto  a 
given  set  of  conditions  a  tactic  pioneered  by 
the  Oadaists  walks  and  the  Situatiomsts7! 
derive  and  manifestations  actively  shapes 
passage  and  eipenence  rather  than 
conforming  to  a  pre-selected  series  of 
options  Surrounded  by  endless  choices-  I 
what  color  t-shirt  what  brand  of  glass 
cleaner  or  what  to  watch  on  television  we  I 
are  the  legitimate  heirs  to  the  detached 
consumer-observers  described  by 
Baudelaire  s  flaneur  who  strolled  among  the 
crowds  as  a  spectator  or  Walter  Benjamins 
observations  of  the  arcade  wanderers.  V 

This  evolution  to  a  passive  consumer 
citizenry  began  at  the  end  of  the  19th 
century  as  industrial  advances  generated 
demographic  shifts  that  in  turn  filled  urban 
centers  to  capacity  Meanwhile  diversions 
from  the  everyday  rose  in  scale  and 
popularity  among  those  who  occupied  the 
crowded  metropolis  The  theatrical  technics 
and  overwrought  histrionics  ol  these  j 
displays  produced  phantasmagoria  so  all-  I 
consuming  that  they  anted  alternate  I 
realities  From  department  stores  to  I 
exposition  halls  all  types  of  forums  look 
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Like  the  transitionary  cinematic  moment  between  one 
image  and  the  next  Nouvel  s  re-arrangement  of  expectations 
either  material  or  conceptual  invites  anticipation  The  rounded 
mass  of  his  CLM/8B00  office  building  follows  a  sequence  of 
similarly  formed  existing  barges  moored  along  the  Seme  River 
subverting  the  expected  permanence  of  a  headquarters 
address  into  a  suggested  site  in  motion  Pans  16th  -19th 
century  urbanism  lines  the  river  up  to  the  Institute  of  the  Arab 
World  This  building  which  echoes  the  contours  of  the  nver 
banks  directs  the  eye  and  the  mind  to  the  contemporaneity  of 
the  nearby  university  buildings  and  other  late  20th  century 
developments  In  the  instance  of  the  Architecture  Shop  a 
storefront  becomes  what  if  announces  itself  to  be  in  and 
amongst  its  surroundings  Or  does  it7 

fhese  spaces  define  themselves  out  of  surrounding 
demographic  historic  and  human  factors  specific  to  the  site 
and  use  and  thus  are  contexturabzed  in  a  way  that  is  more 
than  a  vague  integration  of  objects  into  the  landscape  At  the 
same  time  their  combination  of  explicit  specificity  with 
material  effects  and  intellectual  suggestion  demands  reaction 

Individual  reactions  are  necessary  both  emotionally  and 
politically  to  free  ourselves  from  passrvity  As  the  consumer  has 
but  pre-selected  choices  in  an  election  or  at  the  grocery  store 
selecting  one  of  the  options  is  hardly  a  choice  at  ail  But  to 
examine  the  nature  of  the  decision  behind  a  choice  is  an 
together  active  prospect  The  connection  to  sensory  effects 
have  been  both  described  by  philosophers  and  affected  by 
convincing  media  and  technological  incursions  into  sensory 
realms  Aesthetic  perception  a  pre- intellectual  neurological 
order,  is  subjed  to  continual  shocks  in  absorbing  the  plethora 


Most  ot  the  images  that  we  pass  through  are  subject  to 
change  As  they  do  we  make  choices  adjust  expedations. 
incorporating  the  changes  into  our  narrative  Jean  Nouvel  s 
Archrtedure  Shop  contexturabzed  mto  the  transformation  ol 
SoHo  an  area  whose  growth  and  change  mto  one  of  New  York  s 
shopping  epicenters  has  spiraled  out  of  control  where  aesthetic 
appetites  are  fed  by  the  anesthetic  experience  ol  shopping  lor 
signs  ot  reality,  creates  its  own  phantasmagoria  of  choices  to 
make 
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ol  available  stimuli  in  order  to  make  an  informed  decision  Walk 
down  any  city  street  turn  on  any  television  and  you  will  be 
confronted  by  a  bombardment  of  matter  to  pass  through  and 
dissect  Jean  Nouvel  s  projects  offer  us  these  challenges  white 
we  are  surrounded  by  them 

Of  course  we  can  not  make  decisions  all  the  time  The 
apolitical  unemotional  response  to  the  demands  of  constant 
evaluation  would  be  to  accept  everything  at  face  value  m  order 
' )  avoid  Migue  As  with  the  effeds  of  any  excessive  behavior, 
aesthetic  perception  running  on  overload  leads  to  an  altered 
slate  To  combat  the  onset  of  this  condition  the  production  of 
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parallel  problems  of  economic  marginality  and  a  fragile 
physical  environment  The  environment  m  combination  with 
economic  instability  is  in  constant  danger  of  destruction  and  of 
having  its  natural  balances  tipped  by  the  cementification  that 
accompanies  desperate  infrastructure  and  commercial 
development 
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WA  Letter  from  Corsica 

ith  the  continuing  improvements  and  capacities 

of  computer-aided  mapping  and  modeling  applications.  6IS 
(Geogiaphic  Information  Services)  and  the  growing  utility  and 
use  of  the  Internet  for  electronic  communication  telework  has 
become  an  option  for  individuals,  businesses  municipalities 
and  beyond  Through  an  Internet  link,  a  phone  bne  and  a 
computer  can  connect  to  an  enormous  and  growing  worldwide 
communication  network  One  can  literally  work  via  these 
communication  lines  from  any  point  connected  to  this  network 
The  ramifications  are  global  decreasing  the  need  for  high 
density  populations  to  sustain  viable  growth  Telework  and  its 
potential  implementation  in  Corsica  was  the  central  theme  of 
the  Ath  ECO  TEC  International  Forum  Storefront  returned  to 
Corsica  to  collaborate  with  the  French  Association.  ECO-TEC- 
Corse  which  formed  in  response  to  the  2nd  ECO-TEC 
International  Forum  held  m  1993 

The  previous  ECO-TEC  Forums  were  the  pioneers 
introducing  the  broader  philosophical  and  theoretical  frames  of 
reference  through  a  cast  of  diversified  speakers  By  contrast 
the  1995  edition  of  ECO-TEC  presented  a  more  tightly  drawn 
pool  of  professional  speakers  from  political  banking  and 
entrepreneurial  sectors  I  with  the  exception  of  the  speakers 
from  the  US—  Richard  Lowenberg  and  myself  both 
representing  StoreFront !  The  combination  proved  to  be  a 
successful  working  interlace  between  responsive  local  French 
and  Corsican  movers  and  shakers  alongside  the  American  eco- 
technologists 

As  a  founder  and  idea- generator  of  the  ECO-TEC 
paradigm  I  found  this  Forum  s  advanced  stage  ol  development 
to  be  a  professionally  charged  context  quite  unlike  anything 
StoreFront  has  tackled  before  Oealing  with  burning  current 
issues  has  always  been  a  StoreFront  trademark  (Sarajevo, 
Detroit  the  Homeless  Queer  Space  etc  I.  but  never  before  has 
a  situation  with  such  immediate  political  or  economic  impact 
affecting  a  whole  region  presented  itself  as  a  basis  Irom  and 
with  which  to  work  The  public  debates  on  Telework  initiated 
here  in  Corsica  can  have  immediate  consequences  and/or 
accelerate  possible  advances  It  is  even  more  astounding  to 
realize  Ihe  tangible  effects  of  these  advances  in  Ihe  midst  of  a 
cultural  situation  in  Corsica  which  has  largely  resisted  change 
and  outside  influence  in  this  millennium 

Suddenly  profound  local  environmental,  social  and 
developmental  concerns  allow  us  to  participate  in  a  process  of 
shaping  Corsica  s  future  ECO-TEC  s  primary  concern  has  been 
to  maintain  an  environmentally  sound  terrain  while  there  is 
also  a  strong  need  to  implement  viable  economic  solutions  in  a 
land  deep  in  the  developmental  margins  that  suffers  from 
depopulation  tor.  social  desertification  as  the  more  precise 
translation  from  the  French  language  would  have  it),  and  a 
lack  of  economic  opportunity  for  the  next  generation  In  short. 
ECO-TEC  s  efforts  are  aimed  at  establishing  a  sustainable 
regional  development  for  the  future 

ECO-TEC  provides  a  theoretical  link  between  ecological 
awareness  and  the  strategic  search  for  appropriate 
technologies  and  brings  together  a  divided  island—  although 
not  without  encountering  the  obstacles  provided  by 


Many  Corsicans  at  the  conference  had  difficulty  seeing  the  full 
potential  of  access  to  a  wide  range  of  information  responsive  to 
the  users  instantaneous  electronic  feedback  by  the  users 
having  previously  regarded  the  Internet  as  a  specialized  device 
appbcable  only  to  large  scale  commercial  activities  such  as 
banking  or  travel  businesses 

There  was  an  obvious  appeal  in  the  prospects  of 
mslantaneous  information  easily  reached  from  remote 
locations  common  to  Corsica  At  the  same  time,  there  is  a 
hurdle  to  overcome  to  accept  something  from  abroad  that  is 
seen  with  suspicion  as  an  intrusion  that  poses  a  divide  to  the 
social  cohesion  of  a  small  island  nation  Richard  Lowenberg 
stressed  the  democratic  and  open  if  not  chaotically  entropic 
dimension  of  Internet  use  available  to  any  social  strata  and  for 
any  possible  activity  from  up  to  date  weather  forecasts  to  love 
connections,  from  children  s  play  to  scholarly  research  It  is  in 
fact  this  gigantic  hyper-  encyclopedic  multrverse  of 
instantaneous  contact  that  signifies  new  ways  of  dealing  with 
reality  and  information  Undeniably,  the  locales  that  encourage 
Internet  access  through  low  cost  usage  and  open  access  have 
a  revolution  in  store 

Besides  the  rhetoric  of  wondertulness  in  the  form  ot 
technological  blessings  there  are  many  new  concerns  that  wilt 
emerge  as  divisive  issues  between  the  computer  literate  and 
the  not  the  Internet  junkies  and  the  luddists.  the  monopolies 
afforded  to  appropriate  entire  segments  of  information  for 
profit  job  displacement  and  unemployment  or.  most 
drastically,  the  end  of  work  as  we  know  rt  The  real  potential 


ECO-TEC  95  s  discourse  on  Telework  took  as  its  central 
focus  Richard  Lowenberg  s  presentation  on  InfoZone. 
Lowenberg  s  research  from  the  Telluride  Institute  in  Colorado 
became  Ihe  catalyst  for  a  larger  discussion  on  possible  new 
scenarios  tor  Corsica  s  future  sustainable  development  The 
Telluride  Institute  has  developed  InfoZone  as  a  virtual 
community  database  that  can  be  used  by  rural  and  remote 
communities  in  Ihe  Rocky  Mountains  around  Telluride  to  gain 
access  to  education  health  care  sources  economic  and 
cultural  opportunities  and  political  information. 

Since  1993  Info  Zone  has  been  the  first  regionally  based 
project  to  realize  a  working  lelecommumty  where  a  real  town 
Telluride  would  merge  with  its  virtual  community  Info  Zone 
started  with  a  simple  plan  of  implementation  through  a 
network  ot  access  points  within  the  region  via  Internet 
connection.  Info  Zone  s  emphasis  and  that  of  its  parent 
organization.  Telluride  Institute  on  the  desire  to  promote 
democratic  access  to  new  ideas  through  technological 
implementation  rang  very  familiar  to  all  involved  with  ECO-TEC 
and  indeed  to  StoreFront 

The  regional  rural  scale  Into  Zone  operates  within  found  a 
receptive  audience  in  Corsica  where  concerns  are  on  a  similar 
regional  level  The  discussions  initiated  by  the  1995  ECO-TEC 
Forum  centered  around  the  issues  surrounding  the  adaptation 
ot  new  technologies  into  tradition-bound  cultures  like  those  of 
Corsica  as  well  as  the  real  benefits  to  be  gained  from  the 
technological  hoopla  that  has  occupied  center  stage  in 
considering  new  technologies  as  strategies  tor  the  future  Is 
the  use  of  the  Internet  and  accompanying  telecommunication 
going  to  be  a  real  or  false  economic  hope  for  a  future 
community7  How  can  a  whole  region  begin  an  elaborate 
computer  literacy  campaign  in  an  area  where  electnc  service 
rarely  functions  at  full  capacity7  What  are  the  real  benefits  for 
a  thinly  populated  island  that  is  competing  for  survival  in  an 
economic  an  political  reality  that  is  increasingly  trans¬ 
national?  What  are  the  costs  to  be  borne  for  doodling  with  the 
implications  of  a  still  incompletely  understood  technology7 

Rather  than  indulge  in  some  high  blown  critiques 
demomzations  of  the  computer  as  an  invader  of  privacy  or 
society  s  impending  electronic  dependency.  Richard  Lowenberg 
and  I  decided  instead  to  discuss  significant  developments 
pertaining  to  telecommunication  and  the  Internet  in  a  manner 
somewhat  different  than  the  image  Corsicans  have  of  Telework 
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of  Internet  access  ushers  in  a  new  territorializing  mechanism, 
capable  of  evaluating  work  and  producing  as  well  as  forming 
the  basis  of  total  control,  connecting  all  accessible 
(democratic 7).  information  that  can  create  marketing  profiles 
to  further  classify  and  stratify  society  into  coded  segments  of 
wealth  needs  and  desires 

ECO-TEC  95  a  Forum  of  two  cities  Bastia  and  Ajaccio  was 
coordinated  by  Jean  Pierre  Vernet  The  Forums  have  been 
graciously  financed  by  the  Corsican  Chambers  of  Commerce 
StoreFront  s  participation  was  in  targe  part  funded  by  the 
generosity  of  the  National  Endowment  for  the  Arts  International 
Program 
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The  New  American  Ghetto 

Camilo  Jose  Vergara 
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StoreFront  lot  An  and  Architecture 

U  rban  ghettos  as  intrinsic  to  the  identity  of  the 
United  States  as  New  England  milages  national  parks  and 
leafy  suburbs  nevertheless  remain  unique  m  their  social  and 
physical  isolation  from  the  nation  s  mainstream  Semi-nuoed 
discarded  and  dangerous  ghettos  are  rarely  visited  by 
outsiders 

The  New  American  Ghetto  provides  an  exploration  over 
nearly  two  decades  of  ghettos  m  New  York  Newark  Los 
Angeles  Chicago  Oetroit  and  smaller  cities  Vergara 
chronicles  through  photographs  and  text  the  profound 
transformations  experienced  by  these  places  since  the  nots  of 
the  1960s  He  provides  direct  observations  of  urban  landscapes 
and  interiors  from  residential  areas  and  institutions  to  vacant 
lots  and  abandoned  factories  He  makes  successive 
photographs  of  the  same  places  tracking  change  over  time- 
changes  that  have  made  the  conditions  of  today  s  ghettos 
profoundly  different  from  those  of  an  earlier  era 

Vergara  s  interviews  with  residents  and  historical 
research  contribute  to  Ins  unique  view  of  the  nature  and 
meaning  of  the  American  inner  aty  Termed  a  photographic 
forecast  of  the  demise  of  urban  American  The  New  American 
Ghetto  brings  to  light  a  world  of  forgotten  ruin  and  struggling 
reconstruction  alive  in  urban  American  today 
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